BYLAW NO. 1269
A Bylaw of The Municipal District of Willow Creek No. 26, in the Province of Alberta, for the impounding and destruction of dogs.

Pursuant to the provisions of Part 2 of the Municipal Government Act, Chapter  M-26.1 of the Statutes of Alberta, 1994 and amendments thereto, the Council of The Municipal District of Willow Creek  No. 26, duly assembled, enacts as follows: 

 For the purposes of this bylaw:

(a) A dog  “Running at Large” means a dog that is upon any public street, lane, or highway or upon the premises of any person other than the premises of its owner or its harborer unless such is under the immediate charge or control of some competent and responsible person.

(b) “Animal Control Officer” means any person appointed to carry out the provisions of this bylaw and includes any member of the RCMP.

(c) “Council” means the Municipal Council of The Municipal District of Willow Creek No. 26.

(d) “Hamlet” means Parkland, Moon River Estates, Orton, or Woodhouse.

(e) “Harbor” means temporary care for a dog by a person other than the owner(s).

(f) “Kennel” means an establishment in which three or more dogs, more than six months old, are house, groomed, bred, boarded, or sold.

(g) “Municipal District” means The Municipal District of Willow Creek No. 26, a municipal corporation in the Province of Alberta.

(h) “Owner” means any person owning, possessing, having the charge of/or control over, harboring any dog or permitting any dog to remain about his house or premises for more than 72 hours.

(i) “Residence” means a dwelling that:

i) is habitable

ii) has electrical and gas utilities available to the site

iii) has a supply of potable water and a functional sewage disposal system

iv) is situated on permanent foundation

(j) “Voluntary Penalty” means a penalty specified in this bylaw for a contravention of a provision of this bylaw which amount may be paid by a person to whom a voluntary  payment  notice was issued.

(k) “Voluntary Summons” means a summons or ticket wherein the person alleged to have committed a breach of a provision of this bylaw is given an opportunity to pay a voluntary penalty to the Municipal District within 30 days in lieu of prosecution for the offence. The voluntary summons may be issued by personally serving it upon the alleged offender, by leaving it at the residence of the alleged offender with a responsible person, or by registered mail.

1. Any Animal Control Officer appointed by The Municipal District of Willow Creek No. 26 is empowered to remove and impound any dog found running at large and to destroy any dog pursuant to this bylaw.

2. Any dog impounded pursuant to this bylaw may be released upon payment of a pound charge of Twenty-Five Dollars ($25.00) and a boarding fee of Fifteen Dollars ($15.00) for each day of the impoundment.

3. Any impounded dog not claimed within 72 hours of its being impounded may be released to any person upon payment of the pound and boarding charge, or the dog may be destroyed.

4. The Municipal Administrator may, from time to time, designate areas as pounds under the bylaw, and may enter into agreements with other municipalities for joint operation of pounds.

5. The owner of property in a Hamlet, within The Municipal District of Willow Creek No. 26, shall not permit the keeping, maintaining, or harboring of more than two (2) dogs over six (6) months old on the premises, without a valid development permit to operate a kennel.

6. Any person who is the owner or harborer of a dog shall not allow the dog to run at large within The Municipal District of Willow Creek No. 26.

7. No person shall keep, maintain, or harbor a dog which barks, howls, or otherwise disturbs a person or persons other than the owner(s).

8. No person shall obstruct or prevent an Animal Control Officer from performing any of his duties.

9. Any person violating any of the provisions of Sections 5, 6, and 7  is guilty of an offence and  shall be liable 

(a)
for a first offence in any calendar year to a voluntary penalty of  Fifty  Dollars ($50.00), prior to the commencement of proceedings pursuant to subsection (c).

(b) for a second and subsequent offence in any calendar year to a voluntary penalty of Seventy-Five Dollars ($75.00)  prior to the commencement of proceedings pursuant to subsection  (c).

(c) upon summary conviction, shall be liable to a fine of not less than Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) and in default of payment to imprisonment of a term not exceeding Thirty (30) Days.

10.
(a) An Animal Control Officer is hereby authorized and empowered to issue a Voluntary Summons to any person who the Animal Control Officer has reasonable and probable grounds to believe has contravened any provision of this Bylaw.

(b) A Voluntary Summons may be issued to such person: 

(i) personally; or

(ii) by mailing a copy by double registered post to such person at his last known post office address; or

(iii)
by leaving at such person’s usual place of abode with a person thereof who appears to be at least sixteen (16) years of age.

(c) Nothing in this Bylaw shall prevent an Animal Control Officer from immediately issuing a Violation Ticket or Summons, for the mandatory Court appearance of any person who contravenes any provision of the Bylaw.

11. Any person’s penalty shall be reduced in the following fashion if a voluntary payment is made pursuant to a voluntary summons issued under Section 9(a) or 9(b) of the Bylaw.

(a) by Ten Dollars ($10.00) if payment is received within seven (7) days of the date of issuance of the voluntary summons,

(b) by Five Dollars ($5.00)  if payment is received between eight (8) and fifteen (15) days of the date of issuance of the voluntary summons.

12. That upon the passing of this bylaw, that Bylaw No. 1114 dated May 19, 1993 and Bylaw No. 1078 dated July 9, 1991 are hereby repealed.   

This Bylaw comes into effect December 16, 1998.
